




To be precise, the machines actually operated almost around the clock; there was a 45-minute gap each day used for 
maintenance, according to a Jan. 15, 1946 Stratford Beacon Herald article, which adds that from 1939 to 1945, war production 
at the plant "accounted for about half of the work done by R.M. Ballantyne Ltd." Thus, the plant did not do "mostly" war work 
during the Second World War. 

In 1948 a London investment firm, Isa rd-Robertson, Dolan reports, took control of the company. Operations continued until 
May 1954, when the plant was closed leaving about 80 persons out of work. It re-opened between August and December 1954, 
to fill a special order employing about 40 people. 

In April 1955, the company announced that Isador Rosan, president of Cambridge Knitwear Mills of Winnipeg, would take over 
part of the plant on a lease-buy option, the remainder to be sublet. Operations began in May 1955 with Nathan Kraven, 
president of Kraven Knitting Ltd., 125 Erie Street, as plant superintendent. 

Isador Rosan subsequently gained control of the Ballantyne company through stock purchases but ran into financial problems, 
after which Mayer Bakel of Winnipeg took over operations, changing the name to Olympic Knit and Sportswear Ltd., with 
Nathan Kraven as manager. Bakel died in 1965, after which Kraven took over the business in 1966 under the name of Kraven 
Knitting Ltd., and then vacated the building in 1968, moving to the former Williams-Trow plant on Erie Street. 

In December 1962, Jack Hood had begun to use the 
Ballantyne building for his school supplies business. (I do 
not know the details of the usage as some words are 
missing from the photocopy at the Stratford-Perth 
Archives.) Hood subsequently bought the building in 1967, 
and in 1968 (according to Dolan's article; elsewhere I've 
read it was in 1969), sold his business to Harlequin 
Enterprises Ltd. of Winnipeg. At about the same time, 
Harlequin bought Nor-Ed Supplies Ltd. of North Bay. Hood's 
business and Nor-Ed merged to become Scholar's Choice 
and Learning Concepts Ltd. At the time of Dolan's article, 
Harlequin and Scholar's Choice were sharing the building. 
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The building was demolished about 1982 according to a Stratford mapping website launched by Hayden Bulbrook, which notes 
that, "Proposals were made in 1982 to convert the factory into a museum or develop the site into a luxury hotel and convention 
centre." 

A Feb. 20, 2013 Stratford Beacon Herald article, entitled, "Original site plan approved in 1985," describes construction of a condo 
called Thirty-Six Front, after its street address. "The land had been earmarked," the article notes, "for two condo developments 
several years ago and plans had been approved. David Carroll, the city's chief building official, said the original site plan for the 
entire site was approved in 1985. The existing condominium building [The Huntington, 30 Front Street] was constructed shortly 
after but the rest of the site was left vacant." 

Local residents have told me that some developers had originally proposed to build a seven-storey hotel at the former textile 
plant site. The proposal - for a hotel, to be named Park Theatre Place, on the Stratford parklands - was opposed by many but not 
all Stratford residents. 

Opponents of the proposal launched a well-organized response, which began with a letter to the editor at the Stratford Beacon 
Herald. Many such letters followed. Concerns were expressed about commercialization of the neighbourhood. So many residents 
became concerned (or at least curious) about the proposal, that it was necessary to raise funds for the rental of meeting spaces. 
After the meetings, residents would walk home together to their respective homes, discussing the evening's debates. The 
challenge brought neighbours together, giving rise to a more tightly knit community. 

Prior to a decisive meeting at Stratford City Hall, area residents built a mock coffin, which was painted black, and on which a sign 
was displayed announcing, "Death of the Park System." The neighbours carrying the coffin started probably around Queen Street 
and marched down the middle of Ontario Street, forming a long, straggly line, led by a bagpiper from Water Street. One 
participant, Joyce Steinacker, recalls that she was concerned that some of her work colleagues (she was working at Scholar's 
Choice) would see her marching. "I can remember walking down the middle of the road," she recalls, "and in a way, I was kind of 
embarrassed because I thought, you know, I worked with a lot of people, and I thought, oh my, I wonder what they'll think of me, 
you know, but it was fun." The procession arrived at a City Hall meeting tightly packed with citizens. 

Among other stories that stand out, from recent interviews, is one regarding comments made at a public meeting by a local 
resident, now deceased, who lived across the street from the Ballantyne site. At the meeting in question the resident, a carpenter 
named Garnet Lucas who arrived still in his work clothes, expressed a strong concern that on a fine Sunday morning, as he was 
preparing to come downstairs for breakfast, an unexpected event - involving the smell of bacon - would occur, that would spoil 
his day. 




