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Howie Morenz with the Stratford Team of 1923 
apprentices that won the GTR League Championship.
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“Therefore, it is our 

opinion that this site 

is of heritage value 

and worthy of 

preservation or 

commemoration”
Goldsmith Borgal Report, 2012

Howie Morenz with the Stratford Team of 1923 
apprentices that won the GTR League Championship.
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“…the council of a 

municipality…shall have 

regard to, among other matters 

of provincial interest such as,

(d) the conservation of features 

of significant architectural, 

cultural, historic, archaeological 

or scientific interest;

(g) The minimization of waste;

Ontario Planning Act Part I-2

Howie Morenz with the Stratford Team of 1923 
apprentices that won the GTR League Championship.
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1. That the site containing the 

now derelict CNR/Grand Trunk 

Locomotive Repair Facility be 

recognized as a site with 

Heritage Significance.

2. That, because of the 

condition of the building on the 

site and the vast cost of 

rehabilitating the building, 

Heritage Stratford does not 

favour the retention of the 

building.

Heritage Stratford Advisory 

Committee, Jan. 2013

Howie Morenz with the Grand Trunk 

Railway Hockey Team1923.
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U of Waterloo Campus To Date
Stratford $16 million
Ontario $10 million
Total $26 million

February 5, 2014

9



C O O P E R  S I T E  &  G T R  S H O P S
T H O R  D I N G M A N

Building

Retention

Options

February 5, 2014

10



C O O P E R  S I T E  &  G T R  S H O P S
T H O R  D I N G M A N

Building

Retention

Options

February 5, 2014

11



C O O P E R  S I T E  &  G T R  S H O P S
T H O R  D I N G M A N

Building

Retention

Options

$600/space/ yr =
$42,000/ yr

$600/space/yr=
$90,000/yr

$600/space/yr=
$150,000/yr

Parking 

Revenue
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Building

Retention

Options

Demolition
$7.50 /sf.

Embedded 
value of basic 
structure
$35.00/sf

Combined loss 
$42.50/sf
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Building

Retention

Options

Parking gives
$90,000 /yr
carries about 
$1,600,000
of financing or
$28.00 /sf

Credit cost of 
demolition 
towards const.
$35.50/sf

Engineer’s basic 
preservation of 
structure
(RJC Jul 2013)
$18.80/sf
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Existing GTR Shops with fire damage.
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Proposed removal of 67% .
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Adaptive reuse of GTR Shops.
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Building 
integration 

with University 
Campus. 

Available for 
future higher 

end uses.
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Regarding the development of the Cooper Site I request that this 
Committee of Council adopt the following direction;

1. That all motions calling for the demolition of the Grand Trunk Railway 
Shops shall be deferred until an analysis of building retention options 
and possible revenue streams has been completed, and until the 
preservation of the structure has been demonstrated to be untenable 
for preservation by the City of Stratford and the Province of Ontario.

2. That in the event it is demonstrated by the City of Stratford that the 
building is not tenable for preservation, that commemoration, 
interpretation, and relocation of building components shall be fully 
executed within a reasonable time period prior to the building’s 
removal. 

Thank you.     
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